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INDIA-RUBBER.

that events in this new industry have succeeded one another
very rapidly, and methods hut a year or two old have already
hecome obsolete.
As a rule, the young trees which are tapped are at least
five years old. With regard to the yield of rubber this is so
variously stated by -different planters that evidently a
number of factors have to be taken into consideration, and
it does not seem advisable to pass on figures of which the
details are not available. The coagulation of the latex is
carried out by diluting it with four times its bulk of cold
water, and to every gallon of the diluted liquor one drachm
of acetic acid is added. The liquor-is then introduced into
what is known as the Mitchie Golledge machine, in which it
is churned until the coagulated rubber separates as a white
spongy mass. This is removed, passed through rollers,
sliced into shreds, and when dried in a current of hot air forms
the "worm" rubber now becoming familiar in the London
market. It will be noticed that no smoking of the rubber
takes place as in Brazil, though a special apparatus for
smoking has been designed, and is in partial use. In the
preparation of the Ceylon biscuit rubber the diluted latex is
allowed to stand in shallow vessels until coagulation takes
place, the rubber being then passed through rollers and
dried on shelves in a warm room. Very similar methods
are followed in the Straits Settlements, and the Para rubber
from that district has the same qualities and defects as the
product of Ceylon. And, indeed, the characteristic lack of
tensile strength, coupled with freedom from moisture and
impurities, have. been observed since the first plantation
Para rubber was seen in Europe, as far as information is
available. This was the case, at any rate, in a sample from